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Courtesy OF Lity CONTRERAS 


Cal State Long Beach students who participated in Alternative 
Spring Break and AmeriCorps members pose in a home they built 


in New Orleans over spring break. 


An ‘Alternative Spring Break’ 


Nearly nine years after 
Hurricane Katrina, the 
rebuilding continues. 


By VIKANYA CHEA 
Staff Writer 


A group of 28 Cal State Long Beach 
students and five faculty members rose 
early Sunday morning, March 30, and 
boarded a plane to New Orleans to join 
rebuilding efforts for CSULB’s ninth 
annual Alternative Spring Break. 

On the bus ride over to the Annun- 
ciation Mission, a place for out-of-town 


volunteers to stay, students said they 
noticed vibrant feathers in the distance 
as people walked the streets dressed in 
Mardi Gras clothing. 

Jonnathan Barrientos, a sophomore 
communication studies major, said the 
view was a paradox. 

“At times it shows a lot of poverty 
[and] corruption,’ he said. “On the 
flipside, the city is very vibrant. It has 
so much spirit.” 

To participate in Alternative Spring 
Break, which lasted from March 30 
through April 5, students had to apply 
and enroll in CSULB’s University 3001 
class. 

For the rebuilding process, students 
were split into two groups, each work- 
ing on a separate house. One house was 
nearly finished while the other had only 


a wooden foundation when the students 
arrived, Barrientos said. 

One student, senior geography ma- 
jor Lily Contreras, said they worked 
on digging and building a driveway as 
well as siding and edging the houses 
from Tuesday through Thursday of 
spring break. 

Students built the houses’ frames 
and walls, as well as their interior and 
exterior. 

“You're actually putting together a 
house rather than just painting and fill- 
ing in the cracks with cement,” Contre- 
ras said. 

Another student, child development 
and family studies major Betty Garcia, 
said that seeing the damage to the city 
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CSULB 
team wins 


award at 
New York 


conference 


The Model United 
Nations team won the 
award last weekend. 


By PrIscELLA VEGA 
Assistant News Editor 


Four Cal State Long Beach Model 
United Nations delegates collectively 
outperformed 5,000 competitors in 
the National Model U.N. conference in 
New York last weekend, winning the 
Distinguished Delegation Award. 

Senior political science major Matt 
Stein and senior Chinese studies major 
Jorge Soriano competed as a dual del- 
egate team in the United Nations Eco- 
nomic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean committee. 

Representing the Bahamas, senior 
political science major John Oney 
participated in: the Organisation for 
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
committee while junior political sci- 
ence major Deshe Gully competed in 
the General Assembly Second Com- 
mittee. 

“There were four of us compet- 
ing and we all performed consistently 
well throughout the entire conference 
in all of the committees we were in,” 
Soriano said. “They have other awards 
where specific individuals stand out for 
one thing or another, but the award we 
got was because each of [our delegates] 
stood out in their committees.” 

The award was presented at the U.N. 
headquarters, where a UN. representative 


See AWARD, Page 2 


A fine line 
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Cal State Long Beach American Language Institute student Mohammed Sabahi, left, helps fellow ALI student Jane Lu “slackline” dur- 
ing the Health and Wellness Fair on the Friendship Walk Wednesday. The Sports Medicine Club encouraged students to participate in 
the activity “to demonstrate core strength and stability with balance.” 


Professor strips away the mystery of zebra stripes 


The research team assessed seven equid species and 21 subspecies 
to see which coloration hypothesis showed the strongest correlation. 


By Donn GRUTA 
Assistant City Editor 


Cal State Long Beach professor 


- Theodore Stankowich may have pro- 


vided an answer to a question that 
puzzled even the father of evolution, 


Charles Darwin. 

In an article in the online journal 
“Nature Communications” published 
on April 1, a research group that in- 
cluded Stankowich found the stron- 
gest correlation between the zebra’s 
exposure to biting flies and its unique 
coloration. 

“There has been a wide variety 
of hypotheses as to why zebras have 


stripes,’ Stankowich said. “The goal 
of our study was to. compare all of the 
hypotheses and allow them to compete 
against each other in a model selection 
[to see] which one comes out on top.” 
The research team looked at the 
seven equid species, which included 
horses, zebras and wild asses and 21 
subspecies, Stankowich said. The 
team, which was led by University of 


California, Davis biology professor 
Tim Caro, examined the geographic 
ranges and overlap of environmental 
variables, such as the ranges of tem- 
perature, predators and distribution of 
tsetse flies and tabanid flies. 
According to the journal article ti- 
tled “The function of zebra stripes,” the 
research team was unable to find con- 
sistent support for existing hypotheses 
that relate the zebra’s striping to pro- 
viding camouflage, predator avoidance, 
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Mayoral race to see 
runoff election in June 


Vice Mayor Robert Gar- 
cia and Damon Dunn 
will go head-to-head in 
the runoff election. 


By SHANE NEWELL 
City Editor 


Although he received the most votes 
in Tuesday’s mayoral election, City of 
Long Beach Vice Mayor Robert Garcia 
must still face off with mayoral candi- 
date Damon Dunn in a June runoff elec- 
tion for Long Beach’s next mayor. 

Garcia received 25.39 percent of the 
vote, which was the highest out of all 
10 mayoral candidates, according to the 
Long Beach City Clerk’s website. 

Dunn, who received roughly 1,200 
votes less than Garcia, finished in sec- 
ond place with 22.26 percent of the vote. 

In total, 40,589 Long Beach residents 
voted in the election, accounting for 
14.24 percent of the population, accord- 
ing to the city clerk’s website. 

Assemblywoman Bonnie Lowenthal 
finished in third place, followed by Sth 
District City Council member Gerrie 
Schipske and Doug Otto. 
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Courtesy OF JorGE SORIANO 


Senior political science major Matt Stein, left, senior Chinese studies major Jorge Soriano, center, and 
junior political science major Deshe Gully compete at a National Model UN conference in New York. 


AWARD 


Continued from Page 1 


delivered the final address, which 
Soriano said, made the experience 
more official. 


Although CSULB’s team has 
traveled internationally to com- 
pete, Oney said that the conference 
in New York was the most competi- 
tive. 

“It was the best committee I’d ever 
been in because the debate was so 


fruitful and [delegates] don’t have a 
lot of problems not understanding the 
type of arguments made,” Oney said. 
“People understand logic ‘to a T’ and 
you can point out fallacies in people’s 
arguments.” 

Diana Phan, a senior political sci- 
ence major and president of CSULB’s 
Model UN, said she wasn’t expecting 
an award because it was one of the big- 
gest conferences the team has ever at- 
tended. 

“We honestly didn’t think we’d win, 
and the next morning, the day of the ac- 


tual closing ceremony, I got an email at 
6 a.m. saying we won an award,” Phan 
said. “I’m so proud of them ... they 
work so hard for it. They really do de- 
serve the recognition.” 

Soriano said that although Model 
UN faculty adviser Larry Martinez 
wasn’t able to attend, he was excited by 
their win, whichis something he has 
come to expect from the team. 

The team will compete this week- 
end at the Model UN of the Far West, 
the largest conference held on the West 
Coast, in San Francisco. 


SPRING BREAK 
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and helping rebuild a home helped her 
to realize something about herself. 

“You really stop and think,” she said. 
“You realize and see how much you take 
for granted. And it sucks that sometimes 
you have to go look at the very bad to 
realize that stuff.” 

Although the students have known 
each other since the beginning of the 


semester, Contreras said, it took a lot of 
teamwork to build the house efficiently. 
The project strengthened the bonds be- 
tween the students, Contreras said. 

“T feel like we’re closer on a different 
level than any other class because we’re 
all on this ... “cause everyone feels so 
passionately about it,” she said. 

Contreras said one thing their profes- 
sor emphasized was the importance of 
always remembering their experience in 
New Orleans. 

For Contreras, the experience fur- 
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ther solidified her goal to join the Peace 
Corps after graduation. 

“If you are always in this bubble that 
you are born and raised in and never see 
how the rest of the world is, I don’t be- 
lieve you can fully feel and have empa- 
thy,” she said. 

Barrientos, who aspires to own a 
restaurant in the future, said he felt 
this experience affected him as well. 
If his dream is realized, he wants to 
donate unused food to homeless peo- 
ple, soup kitchens and wherever else 


» 


it is needed. 

“No one’s telling me to do it,” he said. 
“I’m doing it because I want to. I don’t 
want to feel pity and just dump the mon- 
ey there and hope someone will do it.” 

Because the group worked on houses 
for only three days, they were able to 
tour landmarks, such as Congo Square, 
and try the local cuisine, such as catfish 
and crawfish. 

Contreras said she remembered the 
emotions she felt that Monday when 
they took a tour to visit the destroyed 


if 
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levees. 

“Tt wasn’t through a television,’ Con- 
treras said. “We got to touch the wall 
where the levees breached. That was su- 
per powerful because wow, just a couple 
of years ago, this wall was what took 
down the entire city.” 

Applications for next year’s Alterna- 
tive Spring Break in New Orleans will 
open in the fall. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.csulb.edu/divisions/ 
students/sld/events_and_programs/ 
asb/. 
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Theodore Stankowich 


STRIPES 


Continued from Page 1 


heat management or social interac- 
tion. 

“The last [hypothesis] we looked at 
was whether or not the stripes serve to 
deter biting flies, which bite, suck blood 
or can transmit diseases,’ Stankowich 
said. “The best predictor — and we 
found almost a perfect match — was be- 
tween having intense biting fly exposure 
for much of the year and having stripes, 
especially on the legs and rump.” 

Stankowich said that he and his col- 
leagues found in their study that very 
high exposure to biting flies could be 


the evolutionary driver of the zebra’s 
striping. 

One of the supporting factors, 
Stankowich said, is that almost every 
species the group examined that has 
stripes on their legs live in areas with 
very high exposure to biting flies for 
at least half of the year. On the other 
hand, species that do not have stripes 
on their legs do not experience such 
prolonged exposure in their geographic 
location. 

“We collected all these hypotheses 
that people used to try to explain them 

.. used a lot of statistical analyses to 
compare different variables together ... 
and we came up with a single variable 
that we could use to represent that hy- 
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pothesis in the analyses,’ Stankowich 
said. “Jt was-a surprise to us that that’s 
the one that came out on top.” 

He said the importance of being able 
to provide an answer to why zebra’s 
have stripes not only proves the. power 
of the scientific method, but also allows 
for new questions to explore. 

“Tt doesn’t solve any major human 
issue, but it answers an important age- 
old scientific question,’ Stankowich 
said. “The idea that even a tiny little 
fly could cause a giant animal to have 
big bold stripes is pretty remarkable ... 
and gives us a springboard to ask about 
other types of striping, or if stripes on 
other mammals or other organisms have 
similar functions.” 
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CSULB student threatens 
employee at SRWC 


By EmiLy RASMUSSEN 
Staff Writer 


A student threatened to punch a 
Student Recreation and Wellness 
Center employee in the face on Tues- 
day after a disagreement, University 
Police Lt. Richard Goodwin said. 

The student was upset after an 
argument over membership infor- 
mation, Goodwin said. University 
Police arrived at 4:16 p.m. and told 
the student to leave the SRWC, he 
said. 

The student left, and there were no 
further threats or violence, Goodwin 
said. No charges were pressed, he 
said. 


Burglary at Blair Field 
Three radios, a radio charger and 
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jackets were stolen from Blair Field 
on April 4, Goodwin:said. 

An unknown suspect broke into a 
structure and took the items, Good- 
win said. University Police investi- 
gated the burglary, but there are no 
leads, he said. 


Car theft ends in foot chase 

University Police assisted the Long 
Beach Police Department in pursuing 
two men who allegedly stole a car on 
March 31 at 1:49 a.m., Goodwin said. 
The incident occurred near Seventh 
Street and Pacific Coast Highway, he 
said. 

LBPD officers pulled over a stolen 
Honda for a traffic stop, and two His- 
panic men started to run, Goodwin 
said. LBPD officers set up a search 
area that employed University Police, 

- he said. 

The suspects were apprehended af- 
ter a foot chase and taken into custody, 
Goodwin said. 
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Our VIEW: 


COME 


JUNE, 


DUNN IS DONE 


o to school, eat your greens, grow up and become 

President of the United States — that’s the dream, 

right? Maybe not. Perhaps, in 2014, there is a more 

practical dream afloat in Long Beach — the dream 
of becoming a leader of the city Cal State Long Beach calls 
home. 

The Long Beach voting polls closed on Tuesday night at 8 
p.m., and the results of the mayoral race will play out in a run-off 
between Robert Garcia, current Vice Mayor and City Council- 
member for District 1, and Damon Dunn, a businessman and real 
estate investor. 

Garcia was one of three candidates, not all running for the 
same office, who are former CSULB ASI Presidents. We feel that 
this is a testament to the inspiration and motivation provided to 
students by the opportunities and experiences at The Beach. 

We support Garcia as he heads to the final vote on June 3, and 
our endorsement stems from more than a senseof loyalty or emo- 
tional attachment to our former campus leader. 

His background indicates that he has stronger ties to the Long 
Beach community than his opponent. Garcia’s campaign web 
page features his sincere love and appreciation for Long Beach. 

We trust that Garcia has a stronger sense of direction and a 
stronger sense of commitment to our city, especially because of 
his years already spent serving Long Beach in leadership posi- 
tions. We think that Garcia’s experience of serving Long Beach in 
lowel-level official positions has better equipped him to lead the 
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city as mayor. 

Garcia’s opponent has not served in any official capacity, and 
we don’t have much faith in his ability to take such a large leader- 
ship role as the start of his political career. We feel that Dunn’s 
emphasis on economic growth and job creation reflects a lack of 
accurate understanding of the more complicated needs of our city. 

Dunn’s campaign messages have been indicative of the kind 
of surface-level goals he will bring to the table should he win the 
mayoral race. 

It’s easy to say, ‘let’s make more jobs,’ ‘let’s work together,’ 
etc., but we would have liked to see a businessman focus his ef- 
forts on something other than bringing in more money. 

We would assume that a quality businessman would obviously 
be able to work towards stimulating the economy through job cre- 
ation, so emphasizing that as his mission for the city makes Dunn 
seem less well-rounded than his opponent. 

Long Beach has seen Garcia transition from president of Long 
Beach Young Republicans in college, to modern-day member of 
the Democratic Party and strong leader of Long Beach. Despite 
his youth, Garcia has racked up more experience and has devel- 
oped his political ideologies to a more sophisticated capacity than 
can be said of Dunn. 

Our endorsement is more than simply supporting one of our 
own, it is trusting that Garcia’s years on campus, his years as a 
teacher and his years as a city leader have prepared him for the 
position he seeks. Vote Robert Garcia for Long Beach on June 3. 
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(GRAPHIC PRO-LIFE 


IMAGES ON 
CAMPUS CROSS 
THE LINE 


By ELIzABETH JUAREZ 
Choice USA CSULB member 


he week before Spring Break, 

giant canvas signs displayed on 

campus by the Genocide Aware- 

ness Project were unavoidable. 
There were warnings about the images, but 
these alerts did not accurately describe the 
visual assault GAP perpetrated. 

GAP was invited to campus by the 
CSULB Catholic Newman Club on March 
26. Choice USA CSULB quickly organized 
a peaceful counter-protest. Choice USA is a 
national organization that works for repro- 
ductive justice and promotes the concept that 
all people — regardless of their circumstance 
or identity — have the right to make private 
reproductive decisions without judgment, 
shame or systemic barriers. 

The goal of the counter-protest was to take 
our school back from an outside group that 
agitates, disrupts and intends to shut down 


‘students’ rights to make personal choices 


about reproductive rights. The peaceful coun- 
ter-protest was an important expression of free 
speech that provided a pro-choice declaration 
for GAP, as well as our fellow students. 

We felt the need to stage the counter-pro- 
test to let students know about the tactics that 
groups like GAP use. GAP claims they were 
on campus to engage with students, but we 
feel like their true mtentions were to spread 
misinformation and to provoke students to 
argue with them about abortion. 

That is why GAP had multiple cameras dur- 
ing their CSULB demonstration. Some demon- 
strators carried cameras so they could provoke 
students into aggressive situations and document 
the response. This would enable GAP to file a 
lawsuit or a complaint if violence ensued. 

This was the reason for our peaceful pro- 
test: to avoid any physical altercations. We 
did not want a crowd to form, or for students 
to be accused of harming members of GAP 
or their property. 


See CHOICE, Page 5 
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CHOICE 
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Choice USA CSULB promotes re- 
productive justice, and we are com- 
mitted to seeking justice through 
peaceful means. Unfortunately, the 
members of GAP are unwilling to 
engage in meaningful or respectful 
dialogue. 

Imagine what it must have been 
like for students currently consider- 
ing having an abortion, or who have 
had abortions in the past, who had 
to walk by the GAP demonstration. 
Shaming female students like this is 
ineffective, counterproductive and a 
heartless way to address reproduc- 
tive issues. 

Choice USA and the Catholic 
Newman Club could have col- 
laborated by working to prevent un- 
planned pregnancies. We were will- 
ing to come together and encourage 
students to seek reputable clinics. 

We understand that abortion is a 
prominent issue for “anti-choice” 
organizations, but it is also a sensi- 
tive issue for students walking in 
our campus. Students have a right 
to attend school in a safe environ- 
_ ment. 

In the future, we hope anti-choice 
organizations will be willing to 
accept our offer to find a middle 
ground through which we can pro- 
mote positive reproductive justice 
oncampus. 
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The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame can KISS it 


The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame seems like a musician’s dream, 


but selection criteria has frustrated some rockstars. 


By SETH ROCKENMACHER 
Staff Writer 


For a musician, being inducted in the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame is a benchmark of achievement. 
Forever being remembered for the work they cre- 
ated is a common goal among musicians. 

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Foundation 
was established in 1983 in New York City by lead- 
ers in the rock and roll industry to honor those 
who contributed to the growth and progression of 
the rock and roll genre, according to www.rock- 
hall.com. 

Although many cities lobbied the Foundation to 
have the Rock Hall built in their city, the consen- 
sus eventually settled that the museum was to be 
built in Cleveland and designed by architect I.M. 
Pei. 

The first induction ceremony was held at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria Hotel in 1986 and the museum opened 
its doors in 1995. Inductees include Elvis Presley, 
Ray Charles, Buddy Holly and James Brown. 

The induction process begins with the Founda- 
tion nominating committee selecting musicians to 
be potentially inducted in the Performer category. 
From there, a body of more than 600 artists, his- 
torians and members in the industry vote on the 
ballot. The top five to seven nominees are then 
chosen to be inducted into the Rock Hall, accord- 
ing to rockhall.com. 


To be eligible for induction, an artist has to . 


have released a record at “least 25 years prior to 
the year of induction, and have demonstrated un- 
questionable musical excellence.” Although mu- 
sical excellence is the base quality for induction, 
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other factors such as influence on other musicians, 
innovation and superior style are also considered. 

Now, however, some inductees are disgruntled 
over how much the Hall of Fame has changed 
since its creation. 

Andrew Loog Oldham, the manager of the 
Rolling Stones in its early career, is among those 
who are unhappy with the direction the Rock Hall 
ceremony is taking. 

“Tt’s a television show,” Oldham said in an arti- 
cle to the Los Angeles Times. “Twenty years ago, 
it was an incredible party at the Waldorf-Astoria 
where everyone could behave exactly as they 
could 20 years ago. Then it became a business.” 

Oldham, who is being inducted into the Rock 
Hall this year, said he will not be attending the 
ceremony. 

KISS, also being inducted this year, is per- 
turbed by the Foundation’s conditions for its in- 
duction. According to an article in USA Today, 
the band’s founders, Paul Stanley and Gene Sim- 
mons, will be inducted alongside original mem- 
bers Ace Frehley and Peter Criss, who have not 
been a part of the band since the early 1980s. 

Simmons and Stanley wanted the “fuller Kis- 
story” acknowledged. Current guitarist Tommy 
Thayer and current drummer Eric Singer will not be 
inducted, along with past guitarists and drummers. 

The Rock Hall is an establishment that has been 
important to rock and roll, highlighting those that 
have truly defined the genre as a movement. How- 
ever, the Rock Hall’s inconsistency and refusal to 
recognize the many musicians that have contrib- 
uted to KISS’ fame has dramatized the 29-year- 
old ceremony. 

Like Oldham, KISS harbors dissatisfaction to- 
wards the Rock Hall for both a delay in induction 
and the conditions under which they are being 
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inducted. 

The Rock Hall has made exceptions for bands 
such as the Red Hot Chili Peppers by recognizing 
later members, but not for KISS. Rock Hall Presi- 
dent and CEO Joel Peresman responded to the 
complaint by saying that KISS is being “selected 
specifically for its pivotal “70s phase.” 

The band has always been associated with anti- 
establishment, and they almost seemed to enjoy 


being shunned from the Hall of Fame for so long. 
Nevertheless, KISS has accepted the induction. 
“The fans empower us,” Simmons said to USA 


Today. ““We’ve been in the Hall of Fame since we 


began. The fans put us there.” 

The band will be attending the ceremony. 

“Tt means a lot to the fans,” Simmons told USA 
Today. “Our gratification comes from knowing 
the audience is thrilled we’re getting in.” 
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Softball yyy 


LBSU to host “ists Big West champ Hawaii 


The 49ers will put their 
winning streak on the 
line this weekend. 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Staff Writer 


The Long Beach State softball team, 
undefeated through six games in con- 
ference play, will look to continue its 
hot play as it prepares to host reigning 
Big West champion Hawaii. 

The 49ers’ (29-9) latest win streak hit 
eight games last week as they complet- 
ed a home sweep against UC Riverside. 
The 49ers dominated the Highlanders, 
outscoring them 30-4 over the three 
games. 

Even during some early season 
struggles, the one constant for the 49ers 
has been their offense. What sets the 
49ers’ offense apart from the others is 
their incredible versatility. They have 
five players with a batting average of at 
least .330, and that doesn’t include Dar- 
ian Tautalafua, the team-leader in home 
runs with eight. 

While head coach Kim Sowder ad- 
mits that this is probably the best of- 
fense she’s ever coached, she’s not yet 
ready to say this is her best team. 

“There’s still a long way to go,” she 
said. ““We’ve had some really good, tal- 
ented teams that I’ve either been an as- 


Kyte Ramos | DaiLy 49eR 


LBSU scored 30 runs during its series against UC Riverside, 
including the one shown above. The 49ers will look to continue their 
offensive momentum when they host Hawaii this weekend. 


sistant on or.a head coach. We’ve had 
some really good teams and this ranks 
up there with the best.” 

The 49ers will look to continue to 
dominate conference play against Ha- 
waii (19-16), who have not met expecta- 
tions since winning the conference last 
year. Despite their subpar season, Ha- 
waii poses a major threat to the 49ers. 


Their offense is led by Leisha Lili’, 
who ranks in the top five in the confer- 
ence in home runs, runs batted in and 
batting average. Hawaii as a team leads 
the Big West in home runs with 44. 
The common belief among the 49ers’ 
players is that Hawaii is the team’s big- 
gest rival, according to centerfielder 
Leilani Tupua-Tautalatasi. Hawaii’s vic- 


tory over Pacific in the last weekend last 
season ended the 49ers’ hope for post- 
season play. 

“THawaii’s] the one who took it from 
us last year,” Tupua-Tautalatasi said. 

The 49ers’ depth has been tested 
this season, with several players go- 
ing down due to injury. The most re- 
cent injury was to infielder Ashlynn 
Booker, who missed 11 games due to a 
concussion. Booker returned last week 
against UC Riverside, playing in all 
three games while collecting four hits 
over the weekend. 

“She’s just a really good hitter with 
good power,” Sowder said. “She adds 
a lot to our lineup. Any time you can 
add another great hitter it just gives 
you depth. It takes pressure off some of 
your other hitters. She’s a big difference 
maker.” 

As always, Sowder doesn’t like to 
look too far into the future. The focus is 
always at the team they’re playing next, 
a message she tries to instill in her play- 
ers. 

“We're definitely headed in the right 
direction,’ Sowder said. “I love the way 
the team’s playing right now. We got 
Hawaii coming in and it’s going to be 
the toughest opponent, I think, we’ve 
seen in a-while. It'll be good competi- 
tion, a good challenge.” 

The 49ers and Rainbow Wahine will 
play a doubleheader on Saturday, with 
games at | p.m. and 3 p.m. at the 49er 
Softball Complex. They will then play 
the series finale at 1 p.m. on Sunday. 
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LBSU to 
face CSUN 
in crucial 
series to 


end season 


The 49ers’ playoff 
seeding will be 
determined this 
weekend. 


By Anita WANG 
Assistant Sports Editor 


With one week left of regular season 
play, the No. 7 Long Beach State men’s 
volleyball team will face two must-win 
situations this week against Cal State 
Northridge in order to secure a spot in 
the Mountain Pacific Sports Federa- 
tion tournament: 

With 13 teams in the conference, 
eight advance to the tournament 
while the top four seeds will get to 
host a quarterfinal match. The 49ers 
could still finish as high as the No. 3 
seed with two victories and the right 
combination of losses by five other 
teams. 

After losing five of their last six 
matches, the 49ers (16-9, 13-9 MPSF) 
dropped from second place in MPSF 
to being tied for sixth with Hawaii and 
UCLA. If LBSU splits or drops two, it 
would need Hawaii or UCLA to do the 
same. 

As bleak as the end of the their 
season has become, head coach Alan 
Knipe still believes in his team’s po- 
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Thursday 
Men’s volleyball 


vs. Cal State Northridge, 7 p.m. 
Walter Pyramid 


Friday 
Baseball 


at UC Davis, 2:30 p.m. 
Davis, Calif. 


Outdoor track 
Big West Challenge, 2 p.m. 
Irvine, Calif. 


Saturday 
Women’s tennis 


vs. UC Irvine, 11 a.m. 
Rhodes Tennis Center 


Women’s water polo 
at Cal State Northridge, 12 p.m. 
Northridge, Calif. 


Baseball 
at UC Davis, 1 p.m. 
Davis, Calif. 


Softball 

vs. Hawaii, 1 p.m. 

vs. Hawaii, 3 p.m. 
49er Softball Complex 


Men’s volleyball 
at Cal State Northridge, 7 p.m. 
Northridge, Calif. 


Sunday 
Women’s water polo 


vs. UC Santa Barbara, 12 p.m. 
Campus Pool 


Baseball 
at UC Davis, 1 p.m. 
Davis, Calif. 


Softball 
vs. Hawaii, 1 p.m. 
49er Softball Complex 


Women’s golf 

Big West Championship 

First round, TBA 

San Luis Obispo Country Club 


tential to make the home stretch. 

“The past few weeks have been 
disappointing and definitely could’ve 
been better,’ said Knipe. “But I have 
faith in our team and believe in the way 
we teach and play volleyball here.” 

LBSU will honor its six seniors — 
Dalton Ammerman, Taylor Crabb, 
Connor Olbright, Jeff Ornee, Ian Sat- 
terfield and McKay Smith — after its 
last regular season match in the Walter 
Pyramid on Thursday. 

Crabb leads the nation in kills with 


» 4.78 per set and ranks second in points 


with 5.29 per set. Olbright leads the 
country with 11.54 assists per set while 
sophomore Andrew Sato ranks fourth 
with 2.76 digs per set. Ammerman and 
Satterfield are behind Crabb with 216 
kills each. 

The last time the 49ers: faced the 
Matadors in conference play a year 
ago, the 49ers swept them on senior 
night to proceed to quarterfinals, and 
hope to repeat the same success this 
week. 

CSUN (10-15, 9-13 MPSF) had an 
effective week as it upset No. 5 UC 
Santa Barbara and No. 10 UCLA. The 
Matadors are led by Sam Holt with 299 
kills and Greg Faulkner with 203 kills 
and 90 blocks. 

The 49ers will host their last con- 
ference match tonight and Saturday at 
CSUN. Both matches will be against 
the Matadors at 7 p.m. 


